
The Cross of Christ in a Servant Community  

St. Paul in Galatians says, “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world has been crucified and me to it.”   As I get older the symbol of our faith 

that was “scandal to the Jews and folly to the Greeks” seems to take on a deeper meaning.  I never want 

to give the impression that suffering is good –or- that the violence against another person can be 

dismissed as the will of God.  However as St. Ignatius Loyola reminds us, “There is no wood better to 

kindle the fire of holy love than the wood of the cross whom Christ used for his own great sacrifice of 

boundless love.”  

What I do want to emphasize is that there is a connection between the celebration of the Incarnation- 

Christmas, Jesus’ entire life, and the Cross.  Only when we see the three together does it provide a 

horizon for us in the culture of our day.  The incarnation tells us of God’s love for the world: not a 

remote, distant power, but rather a God who loves us and who wants to share the depth of human 

experience.   One writer even changes the old catechism answer to the question of “Why God made 

us?”  to “God made us so that God could know, love, and serve us , and to be happy with us forever.”  

This is self-giving love speaks of the vulnerability of a God whose “power” is shown in “powerless – 

suffering love.”   

It has been said that Calvary was not merely in Jerusalem, but that “Calvary is the heart of God”, and 

that the voice of God’s pain is found everyday in the voice of the poor, the oppressed, those 

marginalized and disenfranchised, the homeless and the forgotten.  This fact is exemplified throughout 

the life of Jesus with all he encountered – just open the Gospels- “Whoever sees me, sees the Father.”  

The danger for us in understanding the cross is that we can spiritualize our understanding of salvation – 

seeing salvation as totally removed from the social reality of this world and the pain and suffering of this 

world.  Salvation and in fact Resurrection becomes a impractical dream that we desire to achieve 

without the cross.   Alleluia seems easier to sing without a cross in the shadow? 

Our attitude – disposition - must be that of Christ.  The challenge is allowing that attitude to become 

more than a pious meditation.  It means accepting the mission of Christ and the values of God’s reign – 

discerning carefully the values of our culture.  Again, this has profound implications for us as a Church, 

and for our community of faith.   The cross is the symbol of the Servant Christ, into whose life we have 

been baptized.   It should be impossible to look at the cross and remain detached from the cross if we 

accept a servant ‘s attitude.  LGaetano 


